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The mission for Holden R-III 
School District is for all

students, upon graduation, 
to have marketable skills or 
the basis to be eligible for 
post-secondary educational 

opportunities.
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New information and guidance is coming out often from local and state health 
and education officials as we transition into the 2020-2021 school year. There 
are still many unknowns, however, Holden R-III School District has been work-
ing rigorously to put together a plan that will ensure learning can continue for 
all students.

The Holden community is known for their support of our schools and now, 
more than ever, we will be leaning on that partnership to put a plan in motion 
which will encourage our students to grow and create conditions in which stu-
dents will thrive, despite the pandemic.

A task force of teachers in partnership with parents and administrators, as 
well as the Holden R-III Board of Education, have thoroughly examined this 
plan for reopening, and though no plan is perfect, we feel it meets the de-
mands of the current environment.

We are determined to be prepared for any scenario that may arise, and 
therefore our plans may change due to new guidance from local and state 
agencies.
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Based on guidance from the Centers for Disease Control, Johnson County 
Community Health Services, and other local medical professionals directly 
involved in leading the fight against COVID-19, the district has developed a 
proactive plan that places student and employee safety at the forefront of 
returning to school. Classroom teachers, support staff, and families will all 
play an increasingly important role in the health and wellness of students. 

Safety measures taken include: 
• Students and staff will perform home screenings and stay home if they are exhibit-

ing any symptoms of COVID-19. Details on what to watch for or to access the CDC’s 
Self Checker, visit: https://bit.ly/2WO9l2j

• Staff will report to the nurse’s office for a temperature check when they arrive at 
work. Those exhibiting symptoms will be sent home.

• Temperatures will be taken as students arrive on campus. Parents of students ex-
hibiting symptoms will be contacted to pick up their child.

• Staff will be required to wear a protective face covering such as a face shield or 
mask during most of the school day, especially when physical distancing isn’t pos-
sible.

• Students will also be required to wear a protective face covering when traveling 
throughout the building and in classrooms when physical distancing isn’t possible. 
Students are welcome to provide their own appropriate mask or face shield. The 
district will provide each student a washable, reusable cloth mask on the first day 
of school. Subsequently, disposable masks will  be available as necessary.

• Students will be spaced throughout the classroom to promote distancing and pro-
cedures in other common spaces will be adjusted to encourage physical distancing.

• We will limit the use of community supplies (pencils, calculators, lab equipment, 
machinery, P.E. equipment, etc.) that are difficult to disinfect in the classroom or 
at recess. 

On the first day of school and throughout the first week, these new safety 
procedures will be taught and practiced in all of our classrooms. Parental 
support and reinforcement of these new measures will be critical in providing 
the safest possible environment for students. 
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Arrival/DismissalArrival/Dismissal

Students will report directly to their first class upon arrival in the building. 
The only exception allowed will be if they have a musical instrument or an 
athletic bag to drop off. Lockers will not be utilized until further notice. Signs 
will be placed outside and around the building as a reminder for students 
to physically distance themselves from their peers while entering or moving 
about the school building.

Additional considerations for families include:

• If possible, drive your child to and from school each day to reduce the number of 
students riding the bus. 

• Drop students off as close to the school start time as possible and not too early as 
to avoid the gathering of students before doors open. 

  Earliest Arrival Times:Earliest Arrival Times:
   Day Plus 6:00am
   Elementary/Eagles Nest 7:55am
   Middle School 7:45am
   High School 7:45am

• Upon dropping your child off, please remind them that their first responsibility as 
they enter the building is to either wash their hands or use the hand sanitizer lo-
cated in the entrance of buildings or in their classroom. Students will be expected 
to wash their hands or use hand sanitizer frequently throughout the day. Sanitation 
stations will be located in every classroom and in areas throughout each building.

Please be patient with district employees as they work to implement new 
protocols. Arrival and dismissal procedures may initially take more time than 
in previous years. Your understanding is appreciated. 
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Breakfast and Lunch ProceduresBreakfast and Lunch Procedures

Students and teachers will eat in classrooms with outdoor spaces being avail-Students and teachers will eat in classrooms with outdoor spaces being avail-
able when appropriate. Students will wash or sanitize their hands prior to able when appropriate. Students will wash or sanitize their hands prior to 
eating. All food service staff (Opaa!) are thoroughly trained in food safety. eating. All food service staff (Opaa!) are thoroughly trained in food safety. 
The health department routinely audits school kitchens and awards district The health department routinely audits school kitchens and awards district 
buildings with top ratings for cleanliness. Opaa! will make adjustments in or-buildings with top ratings for cleanliness. Opaa! will make adjustments in or-
der to eliminate any self-serve stations. If your child will bring their lunch, der to eliminate any self-serve stations. If your child will bring their lunch, 
please do not send items which must be warmed in a microwave, as they will please do not send items which must be warmed in a microwave, as they will 
not be available.not be available.

Elective ClassesElective Classes

Holden R-III School District is committed to providing all curricular opportuni-Holden R-III School District is committed to providing all curricular opportuni-
ties possible while adhering to the recommendations from the Centers for Dis-ties possible while adhering to the recommendations from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control (CDC) and Johnson County Community Health Services (JCCHS).  ease Control (CDC) and Johnson County Community Health Services (JCCHS).  
Students and staff will be required to wear a face shield or mask when physi-Students and staff will be required to wear a face shield or mask when physi-
cal distancing isn’t possible.cal distancing isn’t possible.
• • Weather permitting, students may go outside for all physical education and/or mu-Weather permitting, students may go outside for all physical education and/or mu-

sic classroom activities.sic classroom activities.
• • A larger space will be considered to accommodate for physical distance if desig-A larger space will be considered to accommodate for physical distance if desig-

nated classrooms are too small to allow for appropriate student numbers and/or nated classrooms are too small to allow for appropriate student numbers and/or 
spacing. spacing. 

• • Commonly touched surfaces and equipment will be avoided when possible. Those Commonly touched surfaces and equipment will be avoided when possible. Those 
surfaces and/or objects will be disinfected before and after use when avoidance is surfaces and/or objects will be disinfected before and after use when avoidance is 
not possible.not possible.

• • Upon the return of library books, each book will be disinfected and under a 72 hour Upon the return of library books, each book will be disinfected and under a 72 hour 
hold prior to recirculation.hold prior to recirculation.

• • Career & Technical Education (CTE) classes held in cooperating districts will follow Career & Technical Education (CTE) classes held in cooperating districts will follow 
the procedures of those districts. (Warrensburg/Lee’s Summit)the procedures of those districts. (Warrensburg/Lee’s Summit)

Recess Recess 

Holden Elementary has created a rotating recess schedule limiting theHolden Elementary has created a rotating recess schedule limiting the
number of students on the playground by utilizing multiple spaces.number of students on the playground by utilizing multiple spaces.6
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Social, Emotional and Health SafetySocial, Emotional and Health Safety

Support staff (Building Counselors and the School Social Worker) will work to Support staff (Building Counselors and the School Social Worker) will work to 
do the following:do the following:
• • Create professional development for building staff regarding typical childhood re-Create professional development for building staff regarding typical childhood re-

actions to stress and trauma.actions to stress and trauma.
• • Collaborate with teachers on classroom activities to address student mental health Collaborate with teachers on classroom activities to address student mental health 

upon return to school.upon return to school.
• • Collaborate with community agencies on best practices.Collaborate with community agencies on best practices.
• • Provide classroom lessons on school expectations and structure around health safe-Provide classroom lessons on school expectations and structure around health safe-

ty and physical distancing practices to help students re-adjust to a full school ty and physical distancing practices to help students re-adjust to a full school 
schedule.schedule.

Building VisitorsBuilding Visitors

Holden R-III School District will limit visitors inside the building during the Holden R-III School District will limit visitors inside the building during the 
school year. Administrators and teachers will identify options to conduct meet-school year. Administrators and teachers will identify options to conduct meet-
ings with families remotely (conference call or videoconference) so parents ings with families remotely (conference call or videoconference) so parents 
can continue to engage with teachers and participate in necessary discussions can continue to engage with teachers and participate in necessary discussions 
(e.g. Individualized Education Program (IEP) and 504 plan meetings; discipline (e.g. Individualized Education Program (IEP) and 504 plan meetings; discipline 
conversations). If visitors are unable to join a remote meeting or conduct conversations). If visitors are unable to join a remote meeting or conduct 
their business without entering the building, Holden R-III School District will their business without entering the building, Holden R-III School District will 
screen the visitor for COVID-19 by asking questions about symptoms and per-screen the visitor for COVID-19 by asking questions about symptoms and per-
forming a temperature check. A record of visitors will also be kept, and it will forming a temperature check. A record of visitors will also be kept, and it will 
include the time the visitor entered and exited the building.  All in-person include the time the visitor entered and exited the building.  All in-person 
meetings will take place in a designated area in the school office in order to meetings will take place in a designated area in the school office in order to 
limit exposure to the student population.limit exposure to the student population.

Field Trips/Guest SpeakersField Trips/Guest Speakers

Teachers will work to provide rich experiences through virtual field trips and Teachers will work to provide rich experiences through virtual field trips and 
online guest speakers.online guest speakers.
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Throughout the pandemic, drivers and aides will wear protective face cov-
erings. Students will also be required to wear a face covering. Buses will be 
cleaned and disinfected at regular intervals. Touch surfaces on the bus such 
as handrails and seats will be disinfected after every route.

To limit student-to-student contact, students will enter the bus and fill seats 
from back to front. At school or stops, students will off-load from front to 
back. There will be assigned seats and families will sit together.
Drivers and aides will remind students of safe riding practices. Signage will 
also be on the bus to remind students about safe practices with regard to the 
pandemic.

Every student should wash their hands before getting to the bus stop in the 
morning. All students will wash their hands or use hand sanitizer before board-
ing the bus in the afternoon. Please ensure your child has a face covering and 
remind your child not to touch other students nor share toys or common items 
like cell phones. Students will sit one to a seat, when possible, but no more 
than two to a seat, when required.

All personnel will be trained in sanitizing and disinfecting protocols.
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If you do not feel comfortable sending your child to school this fall, virtual virtual 
instruction is an optioninstruction is an option. Virtual instruction will be taught by our Holden R-III 
teachers using district curriculum aligned to the Missouri Learning Standards.
Should you feel this is the best option for your child(ren), please indicate so 
when enrolling through Parent Portal. Enrollment will open Friday, July 24, 
2020 and close Monday, August 3, 2020. 

If you choose virtual instruction for your child(ren), they will remain a virtual 
student throughout the year. However, if you feel it would be beneficial for 
your child(ren) to switch to in-person instruction, you may do so at semester. 
If you choose in-person instruction for your child(ren), they may switch to vir-
tual at any time, but then will stay a virtual student until, at least, the end 
of the semester.

All families choosing in-person instruction are agreeing that the child(ren) in 
their household will abide by the enhanced safety precautions outlined by the 
Holden R-III School District in this plan, including but not limited to wearing 
protective face coverings and physical distancing.

Should there be guidance from local and/or state agencies during the 2020-
2021 limiting the number of students allowed to gather, a hybrid schedule will 
be implemented. Under the hybrid plan, students who attend in-person would 
be divided into two groups. Each group would attend in-person two days each 
week and would continue virtually the other three days.

In the event schools are required to close due to pandemic conditions, stu-
dents will shift to virtual instruction and learning will continue.
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Holden R-III School District plans to provide students the opportunity to par-
ticipate in extracurricular activities. These opportunities will be open to 
both in-person and virtual students. While offering these opportunities, the 
district will prioritize the health and safety of students and staff by adhering 
to the CDC and Johnson County Community Health Services recommendations.

We understand that as we abide by those recommendations, some if not all, 
of those opportunities may be limited in the extent in which they can be 
provided. Missouri State High School Activities Association (MSHSAA) outlines 
guidelines as to how athletics and activities will be offered at district high 
schools and middle schools. MSHSAA’s latest recommendations can be found 
at https://bit.ly/3fPTI1H.

As a district, we understand the importance of offering these opportunities 
to our students and will continue to make every effort to do so. However, 
we know there may be decisions made by local, state, or national organiza-
tions that may prohibit some, if not all, extracurricular activities from taking 
place. To the extent possible, we expect all athletics and activities that can 
be performed in accordance with CDC and Missouri River Valley Conference 
(MRVC) recommendations to be available for student participation.

SpectatorsSpectators

Holden R-III School District will review recommendations from national, state 
and local health organizations while prioritizing the safety of students, staff 
and families. It is likely that limited numbers of spectators will be allowed to 
attend games, competitions and performances. It is also possible that some 
sports and activities will be able to compete and perform while others will 
not. Restrictions concerning these events will be determined by the MRVC and 
MSHSAA. School officials will communicate that information as it becomes 
available.
• Additional requirements may be in place during competitions or performances.
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• Essential personnel only will be allowed near students during games and competi-
tions. Those individuals will maintain social distance when possible.

• Players on the sidelines may be required to physically distance when not in the 
game.

• Multiple events may be necessary in order to ensure proper physical distancing 
while performing (band, choir).

• Live-streaming services for events will be offered when possible.

District FacilitiesDistrict Facilities

School sponsored and funded extracurricular and co-curricular activities will 
be the only groups allowed to use district facilities. All district facilities, in-
door and outdoor, will be closed to other groups until further notice. This al-
lows time for our custodial staff to properly clean and disinfect the buildings 
and grounds for our students.
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Holden R-III School District will have increased cleaning protocols, follow Cen-
ter for Disease Control (CDC) guidance found here: https://bit.ly/2ZSAOS7

• Facility Managers will train staff on how to disinfect desks, chairs and com-
monly touched surfaces.

For the latest information on COVID-19 and how to keep your family safe, 
please visit the CDC website: https://bit.ly/2CGE8Hl

Thank you for taking the time to review the Holden R-III School District 2020-
2021 Reopening Plan. Should you have any questions or concerns, please reach 
out to your child’s building principal.

 Sarah Burks, Elementary Principal   sburks@holdenschools.org
  (816) 732-6071
 Chris Lake, Middle School Principal   clake@holdenschools.org
  (816) 732-4125
 Joe Parkhurst, High School Principal   jparkhurst@holdenschools.org
  (816) 732-5523

The district is looking for substitute teachers! If you, or anyone you know, has 
60 college hours and would be interested in substitute teaching, we urge you 
to visit https://www.holdenschools.org/apply to apply.

As we stated in our introduction, we are determined to be prepared for any 
scenario that may arise, and therefore our plans may change due to new 
guidance from local and state agencies. We appreciate the flexibility of our 
parents, teachers, staff, and administration as we work together to make this 
year a success.
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